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TO MICHAL: SONNETS AFTER MARRIAGE
I
This you shall owe me — that your soul shall keep 
Its bravery of childishness unmarred:
Awake, in love 's protection; and asleep,
By not so much as dreams of treachery scarred.
Falls, or a thistle-spike or a bee's sting.
Quarrels, and such afflictions of our dust 
Shall pierce you; but no too-quick withering
Shall age you in this heart that holds your trust.
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Here shall your young eyes weep away their woe. 
Your childish angers here shaU have their way. 
Here your intent simplicity shall show 
The labours it rejoices to display.
And here shall beat unharmed, in storms of glee, 
Your joyous and impetuous infancy.
II
And so it shaU be, when you come to die,
And that strange guest, for whom no watchdogs bark.
Talks downstairs with our elders, though you cry 
At going out from  me into the dark, —
When you must leave the attic where we play, —
This wide clear room that on the garden looks, —
Where we have loved each other aU the day
And had our games, our picnics, and our books, —
When some old voice — which long ago was known,
Telling our names, some pleasant voice and mild,
And bidding us be friends - -  shall call you down.
Then most of aU shall you be found a child,
Shrink, cry, yet bravely (by what longings sped)
Climb slowly down those last dark stairs to bed.
—Charles Williams
((from  Windows of Night (1942). Published seven years after Williams' 
marriage to Florence Conway, renamed by her husband, Michal, after 
the Biblical wife of David. —G. E. Sadler))
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